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About Archaeology Now
The  Archaeological Institute of America, Houston Society

THE PAST HAS NEVER BEEN MORE PRESENT

We are storytellers.  

We tell the tales that connect us to our past, that bring us together so that we see 
one another in a whole new light.  Stories of our dreams, our loves, our 
adventures, our tragedies, our beginnings … our endings.  

There is no more magical phrase than “once upon a time.”  Archaeology helps 
create a link from the earliest circle that sat around the campfire through those 
who influenced who we are today, and who continue to affect our future.  
Archaeology celebrates the wonder of our humanity.  

As we emerge from the pandemic, we know that our past is worth protecting.  
Memory must be preserved from extinction, skills saved and taught to new 
generations, and all our varied heritages celebrated anew.  

There are so many stories waiting to be told.  
We invite you to become part of the story.  

Stay in Touch
Keep in touch!  We make it easy through the following ways: 

Phone:  713.364.6DIG (713.364.6344)
Our website:  archaeologynow.org
Email:  archaeologyhouston@gmail.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ArchaeologyNowHouston/
YouTube channel:  Archaeology Now

With Deepest Gratitude
Following the affects of COVID, it feels a bit like we’re emerging from a cave to 
embrace the light again!  We are filled with joy to be with you and grateful for 
your support.  

We are deeply thankful for the generosity of many people who helped to make 
the series of events focused on Día de los Muertos possible:  KPMG, the 
Consulate General of Mexico in Houston, the City of Houston through the 
Houston Arts Alliance, Giselle Kiperman Mangini, Mariana Gonzalez Servitje, 
Bite of Hope, BakerRipley Ripley House, and the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston.  
Because of your gifts, we are able to tell a story from Mexico that reaches out to 
the world—the story of memories passed through generations.  



Ancient Roots/Modern Rituals
The Día de los Muertos Project 

WORKSHOP
Learn How to Create an Ofrenda

Casa Ramirez Folkart
Oct 8, 2022, 10am – 11am 

TALK
The World In Between

Ancient Roots of Día de los Muertos
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 

Oct 22, 2022, 7:00 pm

CULINARY ADVENTURE

Taste & Remember – Día de los Muertos 

Xochi

Oct 23, 2022, 4pm – 6pm

FAMILY EVENT

Día de los Muertos Celebración Cultural Familiar

BakerRipley Ripley House

Oct 29, 2022, 9am – 1pm

TWILIGHT CEMETERY TOUR

Hollywood Cemetery

Oct 30, 2022, 4pm – 6pm

Tickets:  archaeologynow.org

Celebrate Día de los Muertos at Events 
Through the Month of October for a Variety of Audiences



The World In Between:  Ancient Roots of 
Día de los Muertos

Neanderthal Sewing Needle

Día de los Muertos has become such a ubiquitous tradition that many outside 
of Mexican culture are not aware of the symbolism of its 

ceremonies and imagery.

The days surrounding Día de los Muertos transcend worlds: the worlds of the 
living and the dead, the worlds of Europe and Latin America, the worlds of 
today and yesterday. Día de los Muertos is a loving, glorious celebration of 
death and life. 

Día de los Muertos originated among the ancient Mesoamerican peoples, 
who emphasized honoring their ancestors. Today’s commemoration blends 
indigenous celebrations with teachings of Catholicism. 

This talk will help you discover the ancient rituals and the multifold 
meanings of a tradition when the veil separating worlds is thin, when 
perhaps it is possible to symbolically commune with loved ones on the night 
that their souls return for a visit. 

A dance performance by Ambassadors International Ballet Folklorico
takes place fifteen minutes prior to the start of the talk. 

We are proud to welcome you to the start of another year and to remember 
and celebrate those who have come before us. 

In memory of Greg McCord and Anita Kiperman Mangini



Profile of Dr. Javier Urcied

I am an anthropological archaeologist interested in how symbolic systems, 
including scribal traditions and other forms of material culture, integrated 
social practices in ancient Mesoamerican cultures. Other interests center on 
archaeological approaches to political economies and on bio-archeology, 
particularly work on the social dimensions of mortuary practices and 
cultural/ritual modifications of human bones. 

My experience on forensic approaches to the study of human skeletal 
remains includes the analysis of large burial series from several 
archaeological sites in the central valleys of Oaxaca.  I have also worked on 
some 3,000 sets of remains targeted for repatriation formerly housed in the 
Smithsonian's National Museum of Natural History in Washington D.C.

I received my PhD from Yale University and my graduate and undergraduate
degrees from Universidad de las Américas.  Today, I teach anthropology at 
Brandeis University, and I am the Jane's Chair Professor of Latin American 
Studies.  
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The Día de los Muertos Project is dedicated to the memory
of two of our own board members:  

Greg McCord & Anita Kiperman 

Their memory is a blessing



New Activities for Children

This year, courtesy of a generous grant from Summerlee Foundation, we 
redesigned our family events to tell a more inclusive story of the world 
around us.  All presentations are free to the public and will tour around 
Harris County.  

Now, children have an opportunity to learn about the many people who 
helped build Texas after the Civil War, ancient Egypt, Indigenous 
Houston, and attend a revival of the Ancient Games Tournament. 

Each of these activities will appear at presentations at libraries, festivals, 
parks, and malls at convenient locations near you. Now, more can enjoy 
learning about their past.  Archaeology Now is proud to work with groups 
in the Houston community to revive heritage and to make the stories of 
our past more relevant.  

Keep updated with our activities and tour dates by logging on to our 
website at https://www.archaeologynow.org/ancient-encounters

Join us!  We put the “story” into history.  

Family Outreach

https://www.archaeologynow.org/ancient-encounters


The mission of the Ambassadors International Ballet Folklorico dance 
organization is to promote and disseminate the Hispanic and Texan Culture. 
The Ballet promotes cultural exchanges between the Hispanic community 
and the people of the various cultures in our City of Houston, State of 
Texas, and United States of America. 

The Ambassadors International Ballet Folklorico dance organization 
teaches the traditional cultural dance of Latino countries around the world 
to youth and adults, Hispanic and non-Hispanic alike, and showcases these 
dances through the presentation of programs in collaboration with the local 
educational institutions, corporations, foundations and local 
neighborhoods. These programs include participation in diverse events 
such as annual citywide parades, citywide forums, community festivals, and 
various local community workshops.

Classes are available for a wide range of ages.  The organization can be 
contacted at ambassadorsibf@hotmail.com

Ambassadors International Ballet
Folklorico



Legacy
As we return to in-person events, your donations are more important than 
ever!  Become a sponsor of Archaeology Now to help support our digital 
events, in-person talks, our educational and family outreach, preservation 
work, and culinary adventures.  Donors receive exclusive benefits, such as 
private talks, tours, and receptions to meet speakers.   

SEASON SPONSORS
The Arab American Educational Fdtn.  
Baker Botts
City of Houston, Houston Arts Alliance
Mr. Marcello Claure
Humanities Texas

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
C. Howard Pieper Foundation
Quan Law Group
Summerlee Foundation 
Susan Vaughan Foundation

SEASON UNDERWRITERS
The Archaeological Institute of America
Bite of Hope
Cardinal Health 
GRITS Foundation
KPMG
The Khudairi Group

John Peterkin & Gail Peterkin, PhD
SCI
Carlton Speed Foundation
The Strickland Foundation
Molly Wurzer

DONORS
EXPEDITION DIRECTOR
Robert Arndt
The Honorable Nana Booker
Giselle Kiperman Mangini
Sid McClendon IV
Mr. Greg McCord

PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR
Institute of Hispanic Culture
Rebecca Lao
Peruvian Consulate General of Houston
Mark Picus, EdD
Helen & Stanley Santire
Tulay Ozkaya Spicker
John & Melissa Standish
Mary Lee & Jim Wallace
Priscilla D. Watkins, PhD 

SQUARE EXCAVATOR
Judy Adams
David C. Bonner
Emily Brents
Carol A. Broussard
Robert Brown
Dorothy Burge
Betty Chapman
Jill Chernin
Laura Childs
Candi Clement
David Cole
Edward & Candace Cotham, Jr. 
Jeremy Davis
Fernando Deferrari
Lew Eatherton
Gus Elizondo
Marcus Epperson
Abbas Etminan
Jack Farrell
Susan Gilmore
E. Hart & Sue Green
Robert Galloway, MD
Brian K. Harrington
Douglas & JoAnne Hillegeist
Holly Holland
David & June Kamrath

SITE SUPERVISOR
Dr. Karim Alkadhi & Dr. Ann Bragdon
Dorothy Caram, PhD
Laura Childs
The Consulate General of Mexico
Richard Dixon & Nancy Grason
Jerome Godinich
Dodd & Elena Hackman
Richard Hodgson
Anthony Kouzounis
Patricia McCinty
Danielle Mirabal, JD
Pascal Piaza, JD
The Honorable Robert Richter

Carolyn Miracle Ross
Mariana Gonzalez Servitje
Martha Claire Tompkins
The Honorable Margrit Young



IN-KIND DONORS
Ken Brown, PhD
Marci Knight Collier
Consulate General of Australia
Consulate General of Bolivia
Consulate General of Italy
Consulate General of Mexico
Consulate General of Peru
Consulate General of Turkey
Consulate General of the United 

Kingdom
Harris County Public Library
Houston PBS
Houston Public Library
Hyatt Regency
The Iraqi American Society
Laurenzo Catering
Greg Maddox, PhD
Jeffrey McKay
Memorial City Mall
Pennebaker
Omni Language Professionals Network
Specs
Texas Southern University
The University of Houston
Alvia Wardlaw, PhD
Xochi

SQUARE EXCAVATOR (CONT
Gulgan & Demir Karson, PhD
William & Lynn Kief
Nora Klein, MD
Anne H. Krum
Eugenia Landes
Carol Lee
Christopher M. Levaque
Jean Little
Rosaland Lilly
C.E. Martin
Carolie Martin
Sushila Matthew
T.D. McGinty
Joe & Dorothy McLemore
Timothy McSweeney
Roy Meinke
John Middleton
Reginald Moore
James Nelson & Sally Andrews
Aaron Ott
Douglas Pecore
David Peterson, MD
Loretta Pisegna
Mary Prentice
Danielle Ranneft, PhD
Maria Rocha, PhD
William T. Rice
Anne-Louise Schaffer
Dr. Anne Schnoebelen
Jeannette Siciliano
M. M. Sherwood
David & Elizabeth Singleton
Louis Skidmore
Stephen  B. Smith
Sergio Soroka, MD & Claudia Soroka
Shana Steinhardt
David Swenson
Michael & Lilly Sweet
Seborn Thomas
Nathan Tritico

SQUARE EXCAVATOR (CONT.)
Emily Todd
Ben Turner
Annaliese Unterharnscheidt, MD
Neal Higgins Walters
Jane Cahill West
Tom & Mary Ellen Whitworth
Douglas Williams & Janice Robertson
Penn Williamson
John Wilkerson
Daniel Wood
Byron York, MD
Gunnar Zagars, MD

BE PART OF THE STORY!

While archaeology is about the past, your gift is about the future:
helping future audiences remember, helping future generations learn 
about what links us together, helping create an informed citizenry that 

understands and respects the many aspects that make our world so vibrant. 

You may send a contribution to P.O. Box 271062, Houston, TX 77277
or use our PayPal account at paypal.me/houstonarchaeology.  




